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Feedback Used to ‘Feedforward’ 
Research has shown that providing effective feedback can be one of the most powerful influences on 
student progress. During this semester we have been learning about how to give feedback to students in 
a way that maximises their learning. Some of the main take-aways from our learning include: 

1. Being clear on what it is we want students to learn and ensuring the feedback is focused on 
helping them move from where they are now to where we want their learning to be. 

2. Focusing feedback on just a few things at a time, so the student can focus on these without 
feeling overwhelmed. 

3. Give feedback that is clear and specific. It should tell the student what they did well and should 
continue doing and what they can improve to move to the next step. 

4. Believe in the student and show them we believe they can achieve the learning goal. 

MON 17 JUNE 
7pm P & C meeting 

Band School 
2B & 2N 

Woolworths 

TUES 18 JUNE 
Band School 

Knockout Netball 
9.30am 

Oakhill Drive PS 

THURS 20 JUNE 
Back up Athletics 

Field 

FRI 21 JUNE 
Sydney North 
cross country 

MON 24 JUNE 
Stage 2 excursion 

TUES 25 JUNE 
Stage 2 Exursion 

 

WED 26 JUNE 
Stage 2 Excursion 

THURS 27 JUNE 
Parent Portal 

opens for access 
to reports 

2.05pm Assembly 
Concert Band 
performance 

 

TUES 2 JULY 
Bronze award 

morning tea in the 
annexe. 

THURS 3 JULY 
Bronze medallion 
morning tea – Mrs 

Black’s office 
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5. Ensure the student understands the feedback so they can activate the guidance given. Allow time 

for students to act on the feedback to improve their work. Ensure the feedback involves more 
thinking for the student than the teacher –i.e. not telling the student the answer but giving them 
the minimal amount of guidance for them to get to the answer and then monitoring their progress 
towards this. This will be differentiated for each student. For example, some students may need 
to be reminded of a strategy, others may need to look 
at examples and yet others may need something 
retaught. 

6. Be alert to how students use the feedback and what 
they achieve as a result of the feedback. Use this 
information to guide future actions and lessons. This 
serves as feedback for us. 
 

Of course, students not only learn from teacher feedback. 
They can also learn from one another’s feedback and by 
giving their peers’ feedback. This requires the students to 
look carefully at the learning intention and to reflect on 
what has been done well and what can be done to 
improve the work. This is a strategy that is used across 
the school. It builds collaborative environments and 
facilitates student self-regulation. 

 
 
        Teachers share various feedback strategies they use 
 
Of course, students not only learn from teacher feedback. They can also learn from one another’s 
feedback and by giving their peers’ feedback. This requires the students to look carefully at the learning 
intention and to reflect on what has been done well and what can be done to improve the work. This is a 
strategy that is used across the school. It builds collaborative environments and facilitates student self-
regulation. 
 
How is Feedback Moving Learning Forward in 
Kindy? 
In the KF classroom, the children were learning how 
to represent numbers in different ways. During the 
lesson I was so fortunate to be involved in, the 
children were specifically focusing on the meaning 
of the number 12 and were representing the 
number in different ways. 
 
 
The students recorded different ways of showing 12 
on their mini whiteboards, such as is in numbers, 
using the word, tally marks, dominoes, number lines 
and so on.  
When students became stuck, Miss Feeney sometimes referred them to a number wall at the back of the 
classroom to get some ideas, while for some students she used careful questioning. 
After a class discussion about how to give feedback to one another using helpful words, the students 
then provided feedback to a partner. This was a snippet from a conversation between Ziyu and Thomas: 
Ziyu: I like the way you used dice. Next time you can add your fingers.  
You can look at the maths wall to add more interesting ways. 
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Thomas: I like the number line you used. It could be better if you added blocks. 
 
Ziyu and Tomas then responded to the feedback by adding the recommendations to their whiteboards. 

 
At the end of the lesson, the children sat in a circle and placed 
their whiteboards on the ground in front of them. They got up 
and walked around the circle, looking for an idea that they really 
liked from someone else’s board. When they sat down again, 
Miss Feeney asked children to tell her something they liked from 
someone peers’ board. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In KH Mrs Hooper takes great care in 
providing individualised feedback to each 
child. The children are given goals to work 
on, and these change throughout the year, 
as the children continually develop their 
skills. For example, a major focus has 
been using capital letters, fullstops and 
finger spaces in writing. While these skills 
continue to be reinforced, the goal for 
many of the children is now to provide 
reasons for their opinions in their writing.  
 
 
 
 

Mrs Hooper scaffolds the children’s learning in a number of ways. For example, by asking them to use 
the word ‘because.’ She provides immediate feedback according to the goals they are working on. While 
much of the feedback is provided orally with Mrs Hooper chatting to the children about their work, the 
written component of feedback in kindy may involve a checklist for children to tick. This promotes self- 
regulation as the children can look at their own work in terms of the goal and can clearly see what they 
are each trying to improve and how successful they have been.  
 

 
 
In the KI classroom, Miss Ishaac has 
a special stamp that gives students 
feedback on their writing. They can 
clearly see what they have been 
working on, what they have 
improved and what they will work on 
next.  
 
 

 
What a joy it was to spend time in the kindy rooms to see how feedback is being used to move children’s 
learning forward. Congratulations to all kindy teachers and children. 
 
Mrs Leonie Black 
Principal 
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Term 2 Week 8 2019 (no newsletter in Week 7)                          
From the Deputy Principal 
Student Reports 
Parents are advised that we anticipate student reports will be available from the Parent Portal 
next Thursday 27June (Week 9). 
Parent Portal for Student Reports 
In order to assist parents, the Parent Portal for Student Reports may now be accessed directly 
from the John Purchase Public School website. 
Unless you have registered correctly, parents will not be able to access their child’s school 
report at the end of the semester. As advised, from this year, reports will only be available via 
this online platform. Parents may then choose to print copies of reports, after downloading files, 
at their own discretion. 
If you have not yet registered on the parent portal, please go to our school website at 
https://johnpurch-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/ and then follow the navigation steps pictured below: 

 
 
 
 

Step 1 – Access ‘Communication Notes and Forms’ from the JPPS website 

 
Step 2 – Access ‘Parent Websites’ from the JPPS website

 
 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

https://johnpurch-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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Step 3 – Access ‘Parent Portal for School Reports’ from the JPPS website

 
Step 4 – Access ‘Get registered’ to set up your private account and password 

 
During the registration process, parents will receive an email from the ‘Impromation’ software company. 
Please ensure that you check your ‘spam’ inbox, to ensure this return email is not misplaced in junk 
mail. 
Leave 
Please be advised that I will be on leave from tomorrow afternoon until Monday 5 August. Mrs Cole will 
be relieving as deputy principal during this time. 
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Our School Expectations 

 
This week’s expectation is Respect: Speak to others in a polite and positive way. 

Congratulations to the students who have demonstrated our school expectations of RESPECT, 
RESPONSIBILITY or who have tried to ASPIRE. The latest awardees are published below: 

 Purchase Pride Badge (10 Purchase Prides) 
Please note that these badges will be presented at the Week 9 Monday morning assembly next 
week. Congratulations to: 

Nathan (2B), Advay R (3/4W). Arianna (2C), Youta (2D), Ethan T (3/4W), Lilianne D (4N), Nicholas 
(3S), Addison M (3L), Chloe D (3B), Allen L (2N), Alejandra L (KI), Patrick S (4N), Madeline G (3B), 
Onelly D (3L), Luke B (KF), Rebecca (5M), Elyse L (4/5B), Ziyu F (KF), Julian (1S), Andy W (KF), 
Lilly S (4LT) 
 
Bronze Awards (10 Class Awards) 
Please note that these awards are presented once per term. Bronze Awardees and their parents, will 
receive an invitation to the Principal’s Morning Tea, to be held at recess in the annexe on Tuesday 
2nd July. Invitations are being sent home this week. 
 
Congratulations to: 
 
Zenith D (6G), Aasi N (1S), Leon E (1M), Sean G (2D), Yashwanth G (6L), Joanna L (2B),Akhil A 
(3/4W), Trishitaa K (5K), Annabelle Z (3/4W), Alannah Mc (1M) 
 
Silver Awards (20 Class Awards) 
Please note that this award will be presented at the Week 9 Thursday afternoon assembly next week. 
Congratulations to: 
 
Lucy R (3L), Zofia T (3/4W), Vinuka F (3B), Minuki F (4/5B) 
 
Gold Awards (30 Class Awards) 
Please note that this award will be presented at the Week 9 Thursday afternoon assembly next week. 
Congratulations to: 
 
Meera S (6L) 
 
Bronze Medallion Award (40 Class Awards) 
The following Bronze Medallion Recipients are invited to a morning tea with Mrs Black and other 
recipients, in her office at recess on Wednesday 3 July. Invitations are being sent home to the 
following students this week. Congratulations to: 
 
Audrey W (6W), Mia 95J), Bronte C ( 6G), Lucy M (6W), Vincent S (5/6JG), Lyssa B (6L) 
 
 
Mrs Adela King 
Deputy Principal 
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ICAS 
 
About 
 
 
 
The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an independent, quality skills-
based assessment program which rewards and recognises achievement. ICAS gives you broad insights 
into your child’s performance across English, Mathematics and Science. ICAS (sometimes referred to as 
the UNSW assessments) has been developed by Educational Assessment Australia (EAA) since 1981. 
This year the ICAS exams will be conducted online.  
 
Students in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 may sit these tests at John Purchase PS. Note that these tests are held 
before school hours, at 7:45am on the dates below. If your child is sick or late on the day, there are no 
make-up test dates offered.  
 
 
Science Thursday 5 September 2019 

English Tuesday 17 September 2019 

Mathematics Thursday 19 September 2019 
 
 
To learn more about ICAS go to www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about   
 
 
Registration and Payment of Fees 
 
 
To enrol your child in ICAS, please complete the registration form below and return it.  
 
Please note that this year John Purchase Public School will not be accepting any payments for  ICAS.  
 
All payments are to be made directly to UNSW Global using the online parent payment system. 
Instructions on how to make the payment and enrol your child are outlined on the below permission slip.  
 
PLEASE NOTE NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED.  
 
Should you have any queries about the examinations please contact Mrs Danielle Ward.  
  

FROM THE TEACHERS 

http://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/about
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PERMISSION FORM 2019  

International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS)  
 
I give my child, ____________________, permission to participate in the following 2019 International 
Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS):  
 
This form  must be returned to Mrs Ward  by Thursday 22nd August 2019.  
 
 
 
Please select the subjects you would like your child to enter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject/Paper School Year Sitting Date Entry Fee 

Science 3-6 Thursday 5 September 2019 $14.50 

English 3-6 Tuesday 17 September 2019 $14.50 

Mathematics 3-6 Thursday 19 September 2019 $14.50 
 

Child’s Name:______________________________                  Class:________________ 
 

Signature of parent/guardian:_____________________                Date: ________________  
 

Payment method 
 

1. Visit unsw.global/parentpay   
2. Enter JPPS school code: 751c7e7566 
3. Enrol your child’s details. 
4. Select the tests you wish to enrol your child in.  
5. Add them to the cart and proceed to the checkout page. 

  

https://pay.unswglobal.com.au/
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SPORTS REPORT 

 
Stage 3 PSSA – week 7 vs Thornleigh West Public School 
Soccer 
 
A’s – JPPS 0 defeated by TWPS 3 
B’s – JPPS 3 defeated TWPS 0  
 
Netball 
 
A’s – JPPS 19 defeated TWPS 5 
B’s – JPPS 9 defeated TWPS 5 
Please note: There will be no Stage 3 PSSA game or training this week.  
 
 
  
Athletics Carnival  
Last week’s track athletics carnival was a huge success. Thank you to all the parents that were able to 
come and support their children on the day. The field events will be held this Thursday as it was 
postponed from the original date.  
 
Athletics Carnival Ribbons Presentation –  
The ribbons for the athletics carnival will be given out to students who placed 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th in each 
track and field event. Please note that for the 100m and 200m events, only students who placed 1st, 2nd, 
3rd or 4th in the FINALS race will receive a ribbon. These ribbons will be presented at Thursdays week 9 
assembly.  
 
Knockout  
Netball - Good luck to our Stage 3 Knockout netball team who will play Oakhill Drive in Round 2 of the 
competition. The team will be accompanied by Mrs Winston. Good Luck Girls! 
Tennis – Good luck to our mighty Stage 3 knockout Tennis team who are participating in round 5 of the 
competition against Gosford Public School. The team will be accompanied by Miss Green.  
 
Miss McDonald – Sports Coordinator  
 
Learning to Lead - Sports Leadership Day 
 
On Tuesday 28th May, I had the pleasure of accompanying our sixteen enthusiastic sports leaders to 

Pennant Hills High School, to participate in 
the Learning to Lead (L2L) - Sports 
Leadership Program, that is run in 
conjunction with the Premier’s Sporting 
Challenge. The aims of the program are to 
build the leadership and coaching skills of 
students from Years 5-8. It was coordinated 
by Year 9 and 10 students from Pennant 
Hills High School, who had received 
intensive training on coaching younger 
students in a variety of sports.  
 
Miss Mu 
PSC coordinator 
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On Tuesday my fellow house captains and I went to 
Pennant Hills High School to learn leadership skills. We 
played sports games like soccer, AFL, cricket and netball. 
We also learnt leadership skills like teamwork and 
sportsmanship and it was heaps of fun!!!  
 
Ben 6L 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The day to the sport leadership day was great from the 
moment I stepped into the Pennant Hills High School. We 
started the day off from one of the instructor's teaching us 
some leadership qualities such as respect and good 
sportsmanship. After that, we all dispersed into school 
groups and started to learn a lot of new sports skills in 
soccer, netball and cricket. Overall the day was amazing. 
 
Akith 5/6JG 
 
I am Akeesha, the Vice House Captain of Arinya and I am here to tell you about the amazing day that 
was Sports Leaders’ Day. It was held at Pennant Hills High School and as soon as we entered the 
school grounds, I knew that it was going to be a great day. Our first session was initiative games and this 
was by far my favourite session of the day. We were up against West Pennant Hills Public School. We 
were all working together to achieve our goals. After this, we had soccer and AFL. It was pretty obvious 
that I was not the best at them but there were lots of skills and lessons to take away and I gave them a 
go and had a great time.  
 
During lunch, we rested, played games of our choice and enjoyed each other’s company. The year nine 
and ten mentors were awesome and taught us many different things. I hope that this has inspired some 
of you to consider taking up a leadership role in the future. It is an experience that I won’t forget.  

 
Akeesha 5/6JG 
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PREMIERS DEBATING UPDATE 

Our Premiers Debating Team versed North Rocks Public School in Round 1 of the competition. The 
topic was that 'Homework should be banned' and John Purchase were the Negative Team. Akith, 
Akeesha, Kavya (5/6JG) and Lucy (6W), are all to be congratulated on their impressive debating skills. 
Although unsuccessful in winning the debate, the team took away some positive feedback to work on. 

Round 2 was held at JPPS on Thursday, 13th June against Baulkham Hills North Public School. The 
topic for this debate was that 'All school work should be completed on computers'. Once again, John 
Purchase were the negative team. Akeesha, Akith, Nurah (5/6JG) and Lucy (6W), all had some fantastic 
points, however, Baulkham Hills North were declared the winners. Thank you to Kavya (5/6JG) for being 
the Chairperson  for this debate.  

Mrs Winston 
Classroom Teacher 

Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking Competition  
  
Last Tuesday, four John Purchase P.S. students delivered speeches at the final of the Multicultural 
Perspectives Public Speaking competition. The competition aims to increase knowledge of other 
cultures, promote tolerance, and enhance awareness. The JPPS students were up against competitors 
from seven other schools in the Hills District, and competition was tight! 
 
The four students – Celeste D. (3/4W), Iksha T. (3/4W), David T. (4/5B), and Kavya P. (5/6JG) gave 
sophisticated, interesting, and thoughtful speeches on topics ranging from racism and bullying in schools 
to human rights movements in Australia. They spoke with clarity and conviction, and were truly 
magnificent! In addition to their prepared speeches, the students were required to prepare an impromptu 
speech in just 5 minutes! Needless to say, the participants rose to the challenge and addressed the 
topics- “We learn from our mistakes” (Stage 2) and “Out of control” (Stage 3) in a most impressive way. 
 
We congratulate these students on their wonderful achievements and for doing JPPS proud! 
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Achievements in STEM 
  
Two weeks ago, Joseph S. of 5/6JG represented John Purchase P.S. at the Microbiology in Schools 
program. Joseph has been pursuing his passion for microbes and has had the opportunity to work with 
industry experts to enhance his understanding.  
 
Here is a brief overview of the experience from Joseph: 
 

                            
 
On Wednesday, 5 June 2019 I went to the inaugural Future Project Expo at The Kings School. I 
was involved in an exhibit showing the research work I have been part of, experimenting with ' 
Xanthomonas campestris'.  This is a bacteria that creates Xantham Gum which is used as a food 
thickener and in gluten-free baked products.  The project’s goal is to study the slime produced 
by Xanthomonas campestris to determine the best way to produce the maximum amount of slime 
from this bacteria.  I have enjoyed discovering new ways to look at microbes and how we can all 
appreciate their work in our everyday life. 
 
We congratulate Joseph on this wonderful research and for pursuing his passion! 
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Lost Property 
 
With the weather being so variable in temperature, the days beginning cold and then warming up to 
sunshine, the children take off their jumpers and forget about them. This means our stash of lost 
property is really quite large. In the 1M/1A wet area, all the items in the tub have some type of 
identifiable mark on them. Separate to this, is another pile of clothing with no names or identifiable 
markings. Below is a list of sizes and types of clothing we have in this pile. If you think it might belong to 
your child, please claim it before the end of term. All items not claimed will be taken to the uniform shop 
for sale. 
 

Clothing Item Size 
Summer Dress 8 
Jumper 6 
Target jacket 7-8 
Jumper  7-8 
Fleecy jacket 5-6 
Jacket 12 
2 x Jackets 8 
Jacket 5 
3 x jackets 12 
Target jacket 10 
Jacket 3-4 
Jacket 4 
Bag with green socks and girl white and pink 
love heart underpants 
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STEAM Team – Moving Art -2019 
 

This year STEAM TEAM is exploring ways to combine art and 
science in response to  
Vivid and artworks at  

Sydney Contemporary Art Gallery of NSW. 
 

 
 

Taken from: Vivid 2012 – Flicker – Creative Commons – Public Domain 
 

Students will be developing their projects from the beginning of 
Term 2 to Term 4 at JPPS. 

 
On Thursday 24th October, parents are invited to see students’ 
artworks from 4.30 pm to 5.30 pm in the annex. Special guest 

speaker – Dr Sandy Nicoll (Academic) 
Newcastle University. 

 
STEAM TEAM Committee: 

Miss Nelson, Mrs Macdonald, Mrs Martinez & Mrs Barr 
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We need to identify 1 position that was not filled at the AGM on 11th March 
This role is:   

• Working With Children Officer  

The Working With Children Officer  
The JPPS P&C is committed to providing a safe environment and to promoting and protecting the health, 
safety, and wellbeing of our children. The role of the JPPS Working With Children Officer is to verify that 
all employees and volunteers who have face-to-face contact with children possess a valid WWCC 
clearance. In addition, your role is to report any reliable and reasonable concern that a child might be 
mistreated to the Department of Family and Community Services.  
There are two positions, one male, one female. A volunteer has been nominated and voted in for 
the Male role, so we are seeking one of the JPPS mums to volunteer. Please ask at the office for a 
nomination form  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are making a payment using the parent portal, please key in the full name of the school, ie. John 
Purchase Public School and not J.P.P.S. 
Several payments have been credited into the wrong school and we want to avoid this. 
 
Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

FROM THE OFFICE 



Term 2   Week 8 17 June 2019 

 

Please note our school publishes events for 
the convenience of families but does not 
endorse any activity,  person, product 

FROM THE COMMUNITY 
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