
USING THINK ALOUDS TO EMPOWER OUR READERS 

In alignment with our Strategic Directions, JPPS is committed to developing 

practices to ensure our students are appropriately challenged and supported 

in reading and numeracy, within a culture of high expectations; enabling them 

to connect, apply and transfer deep understandings across key learning areas 

and achieve academic excellence. 

 

In term 2 our staff began a journey of exploring an invaluable strategy known 

as ‘think alouds’. This is a strategy teachers use to deepen students' 

understanding of text. The strategy is a powerful strategy that is used across the 

school, from Kindy through to Year 6. 

It involves the teacher reading a short section of text to the students,  stopping 

every now and then to explain what he/she is thinking. This allows students to 

listen to an “expert’s” thinking so they can see the thought processes and 

problem-solving that goes on while reading. Think Alouds make the invisible 

process of reading, visible! Think Alouds can help students understand how to 

think through a text in an interactive way, in order to find deeper meaning. 

An important skill that typically takes many experiences and examples over a 

number of years to develop, is the ability to work out the meaning of unknown 

words, using the context of a story or other text. 

To give students insight into how we learn and how we work out what a difficult 

word may mean within the text, the think aloud strategy can be useful. It helps 

them see how we think through the process of figuring out the meaning of a 

word. 

The strategy looks differently across the grades.  

In the younger grades it was about teachers explicitly modeling.  

Here is an example of a think aloud planned by the Stage 1 Team as part of 

their Term 3 Reading Trajectory.  



 

 

 



Whereas in the higher grades our students have been experimenting with 

writing and using their own think alouds to explain their thinking behind 

inferences.  

For example this is a lesson from 5/6M: 

WALT: understand the process behind making inferences  

Success criteria: I can: 

● define what an inference is  

● use sentence starters to think aloud and make inferences about texts 

Think aloud prompts given to students  

● From the text clues, I can conclude that…  

● Based on what the text says and what I know, I think…  

● This information makes me think… 

● This evidence suggests… 

● That is probably why… 

● Although the author does not come right out and say it, I can figure out 

that…  

● It could be that… 

 



Student think alouds:  

 

 

“This evidence suggests that Joe and Oliver were back fighting. I believe they are at 

real war now, because they couldn’t  be in training camp.  

Because Oliver notes his address he is probably expecting a letter back.  

I am guessing Alexandria is a city in Turkey?  

It could be that Una and Joe were a lot closer than Una and Oliver because Oliver 

noted “prepare yourself to hear the worst”...  

I can conclude that Joe and Oliver were the oldest men in the family because they 

went to war.”  

3/4B have been harnessing their comprehension skills too. The photos below, 

are a snapshot of the deep engagement in learning, demonstrated by 3/4B 

students, as they presented a variety of texts using the Think Aloud strategy, to 

their peers. 



https://drive.google.com/file/d/16a-u4PLJ1E5E7UrhgOHQqeiMIuPG-

Zbp/view?usp=sharing  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ygVKoFAIGGv1m_KneMxVHTWNQblYjkqC/vi

ew?usp=sharing  

Our journey will continue over the next year as we continue to explore how to 

develop student agency through think alouds.  
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